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WATER:  Idaho Supreme Court will hear oral arguments for the 1000 Springs Water Delivery Call in Jerome on December 3rd.  After four years, ground water and spring users, along with the state of Idaho, hope to get definitive rulings on key legal issues relating to water administration on the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer (ESPA).  Some of the issues to be decided in this case relate to how minimum stream flows established under the Swan Falls Agreement affect water delivery calls on the ESPA; the use and accuracy of Idaho Department of Water Users’ (IDWR) ESPA ground water model in administering water rights and determining mitigation in water delivery calls; and the impact of seasonal flow variability to a water right.  This is the first of three cases going before the Idaho Supreme Court determining the fate and future of ground water use, administration and mitigation in Idaho.  


Comprehensive Aquifer Management Plans (CAMP):  The ESPA CAMP Implementation Committee continues to struggle internally to identify funding sources to put projects on the ground.  The Treasure Valley CAMP is moving forward, educating its members on key issues and beginning to draft its comprehensive plan.  Rathdrum Prairie CAMP is expected to adopt a final planning document this month.  The final plan should come before the Idaho Water Resource Board in early 2011.  Depending on the timing and IWRB action, the plan may be reviewed by the Idaho Legislature as well.

Idaho Legislature is also in Boise the first week of December for their organizational session.  There will leadership challenges in both the House and Senate.  Senator Robert Geddes (R-Soda Springs) announced in advance that he will not seek another term as Pro Tem.  The outcome of these challenges will determine committee chairmanship appointments and future funding for state programs.  
At present, revenue projections indicate budget shortfalls and possibly additional cuts to state agencies.  State agencies appear to be shifting program costs from decreasing general fund appropriations to user fees.  
The 2011 Legislature will convene in Boise on January 10th.  

Rules:  When the Legislature convenes, several key rules will be reviewed.  Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) will present its recently adopted Antigradation Implementation Policy and Water Reuse rules.  Idaho Water Resource Board is sponsoring fee rules to the State Water Supply Bank and transfer applications.  In both cases, the proposed increase would pay for additional staff and reduce existing backlogs.  The Drinking Water and Wastewater Professionals Board are reviewing their current licensing requirements.  Any proposed changes would not be implemented until at least 2012.

At the federal level, the water user community is watching closely as the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) implements its rule next April relating to NPDES General Permits and the use of aquatic herbicide and pesticides in water bodies.  Also of concern is proposed federal actions that could require buffer zones ranging 100 to 1000 feet along water bodies where pesticides are used and ESA-protected species like salmon could potentially be impacted.     

ENERGY:  Negotiations continue between Idaho Irrigation Pumpers Association, Idaho Power Company and Rocky Mountain Power to determine the parameters of their respective 2011 irrigation load control programs.   

Technical hearings at the Idaho Public Utilities Commission (IPUC) started on November 30th and will continue through December 3rd in Boise on Rocky Mountain Power’s proposed rate increase.  IPUC will conduct public hearings on December 14th in Shelley (1:30 p.m.) and Rexburg (7 p.m.) and December 15th in Grace (1:30 p.m.) and Preston (7 p.m.).  

